N.  O.  MIMOSACEAE	915
mimosa Linn.
Herbs, shrubs, or small trees with or without prickles Leaves
2-pmnate Leaflets small, usually sensitive. Flowers polygamous,
minute in dense globose heads or cylmdric spikes, often tetramerous;
peduncles axillary, solitary or fascicled, the upper often forming a
raceme. Calyx usually minute, almost inconspicuous Petals more
or less connate, valvate. Stamens equal in number to the petals or
twice as many, free, exserted; anthers small, not gland-crested. Ovary-
sessile or stalked; ovules many; style filiform; stigma small, terminal.
Pods flat, made up of 1-seeded joints that separate when ripe from
the persistent sutures. Seeds ovoid or orbicular, flat. — Species 400.
— Tropical and subtropical America, a few in Africa and Asia.
'\    Pinnae of the leaves 1-2 pairs   .        .   .	.    .*    .  .	1     M pudica
2     Pinnae of the leaves more than 2 pairs    , .	2     M
M. pudica Linn, is used medicinally in Cambodia, the Gold
Coast, Brazil, and in the Mands of La Reunion, Madagascar, and
Martinique.
The wood of M. Catechu Linn. fiL (Acacia Catechu Willd), and
the gum of M. nilotica Linn. (Acacia vera Willd) are official in
Portugal.
1.    Mimosa pudica Linn. Sp. PL (1753) 518-— plate 373B.
A diffuse undershrub 45-90 cm, high; stems and branches
sparingly prickly and clothed with long weak bristles from bulbous
bases. Leaves sensitive, digitate; petioles 2.5-5 cm. long, bristly;
stipules 8 mm. long, linear-lanceolate, acute, bristly; pinnae 1-2
pairs, 5-7.5 cm. long, sessile or nearly so, their rhachises
clothed with ascending bristles. Leaflets 12-20 pairs, 6-8 by 4 mmu,
sessile, coriaceous, linear-oblong, acute, glabrous above, clothed with
appressed bristles beneath, base obliquely rounded. Flowers
4-merous, pink, in globose heads, 6-8 mm. diam. ; peduncles 2-2.5 cm.
long, prickly, usually in axillary pairs all along the branches;
bracteole solitary, linear, acute, ciliolate. Calyx very minute.
Corolla pink, 2-2.5 mm, long, divided about 1/3 the way down;
lobes 4, ovate-oblong, obtuse. Stamens 4, much exserted; anthers
not gland-crested. Pods 1.3-2 cm. by 3-4 mm., flat, slightly recurved,

